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CANNIBALS' PROGRESS : 


OR THE 


Droadfil Fer of Frencl Invaſion, 


LS, 


As diſplayed by the Republican Officers and Sold 


a iers, in their perfidy, rapacity, ferociouſneſs 
and brutality, exerciſed towards the in- 
nocent inhabitants of Germany. 


5 5 anftated from the German, 


By ANTHONY AUFRER, Led 


| Fur 925 


They lay the widow and the flranger, and murder the fatherlefs. 


PIA 1 
They ſay ; ; come, let us lay wait for blood.--- Ve hall find all 


precious ſubſtance ; we ſhall fill our houſes with ſpoil. Prov. 
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CANNIBALS' PROGRESS. 
ALTORF. 


A the cloſe of July 1796, the French army, in two coi- 
4 umns, drew nigh to the Auſtrian territories in Suabia; 
and upon the gd of Auguſt, the advanced guard of the right 
ing ofl the army of the Rhine and Moſelle, commanded by 
brigadier general Abatucci, appeared before Altorf, the chief 
town of the Auſtrian government; whilſt the general of di- 
viſion Ferino (who, before the revolution had been a ſubal- 
tern officer in the Imperial regiment of Bender) advanced at 
the head of the main body towards Aulendorf, and the col- 
umn under the command of the general of diviſion Tarreau, 
marched towards the lake of Conſtance, and ſpread itſelf over 
the adjacent country. The number of perſons in the Auſtri- 
an territory, who conſidered the French as 2 ſort of demi- gods, 
come to deliver them from fancied ills, and from all the du- 


ties of a ſubje&, and to procure them the enjoyment of the 
moſt unbridled liberty and equality, was far from inconſide- 


rable; and the peighbouring towns diſcovered ſymptons of a 
diſpoſition but too favorable to the enemy, and prejudicial 


to the Imperial army. But the appearance of the French in 


their own undiſguiſed form, and the barbarous exceſſes which 
announced and accompanied their intentions, by betraying 
their real views, cauſed a ſpeedy change in the ſentiments of 
the peaſantry, in which they were ſoon joined by the inhabi- 
tants of the towns, wa | | 

Upon the 4th of Auguſt, Ferino required from the townfj 


of Altorf a preſent of goo louis for himlelf and the officers of 


his ſtaff, for which he promiſed his future protection to that 
place and its inhabitants, In like manner Tarreau extorted 
125 louis from five {mall villages, whilſt his worthy colleague 
vtouhlen, the commiſlary at war, at the ſame time impoled 
the moſt exorbitant contributions of proviſions and clothing, 
the greater part of which he ſold, arid then exzcted the deliv- 
ery of ſimilar articles. Such oppreſſive conduct, joined te 
the ravages of the ſoldiery and their inhuman treatment of the 
inhabitants, ſo enragea the peaſantry, that they took up aims 
to oppoſe force by force, and ſome villagers actually attacked 
a detachment of go men belonging to the brigade of genera} 
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Rouſſeau, who had, during their march, committed a variety 
of exceſſes, and of whom they killed five, wounded ſeveral, 
and put the reſt to flight. Upon the 8th of Auguſt this ac- 
count was breught to that general, who was then at Altorf, 
and who ordered the ſtricteſt ſearch to be made for the ring- 
leaders, when ſix peaſants were brought before him, and eve- 
ry one trembled for their lives, and the ſafety of their village. 
But Rouſſeau ated with more humanity and juſtice than per- 
haps any other general in the French acmy would have done 
on ſuch an occaſion ; for after confining the peaſants during 
ſeveral days, he reckoned as part of their puniſhment their 
conſtant apprehenſion of approaching death, and diſcharged 
them, after requiring and receiving an oblation of 200 louis, 
which were readily given to him, with great admiration of his 
lenity. 5 VVV 
The prudence and activity of the chief magiſtrate had ſaved 


Altorf from much oppreſſion, and its future ſecurity was 


thought to be enſured by the appearace of an Imperial detach- 


ment upon tke 29th of September, which was received with 
the greateſt joy by the inhabitants, when their hopes were 


moſt cruelly diſappointed by a dreadful engagement upon the 
following 7 fog For the Auſtrian general Klingling, at the 
Head of 2400 men, having taken a poſition in the neighbour- 


| hood of Altorf, and his advanced guard having repulſed a pa- 


trole of ſixty French Huſſars, this ſkirmiſh gave time for the 
main body of the French under general Ferino to advance, 


when the engagement foon became ſerious and general, and 


the Auſtrians having planted their artillery upon a hill ſouth 
of the town, the Trench in three eolumns, to' the number of 


10, ooo, puſhed forward in front of the battery and of a tre- 
mendous cannonade with fuch vigour, that the Auſtrians 


were under the neceſhty of retreating. ' Still however they 
continued to engage with great bravery in the ſtreets of Al- 
torf, upon the neighbouring heights, and within the walls of 
the Benedictine abbey: of Weingarten, in hopes that they 
mould be reinforced by general Mercantin, according to the 
Plan which had been arranged. But ſuch were the force and 


_ Htuation of the French army, that general Mercantin was not 
even able to inform Klingling of the obſtacles which prevent- 


ed the intended junction; and to this is to be attributed the 

ill ſucceſs of the day. 5 ee | 
The abbey ſuffered ſeverely both during and after the en- 

gagement; for 500 of the enemy, burning with rage and 


greedy of plunder, rufhed into the convent, rifled every cof- 
fer and every cloſet, ranſacked every room from the garret to 


the cellar, deſtroyed the greateſt part of the furniture, beat 


and wounded the prieſts and their attendants, robbed them of 
the money in their pockets, and carried away all the plate, 
linen, cloth, leather, and other articles, exclaiming that it 
was their lawful booty, During theſe tranfactions, the ſame 
were garrying on in the town of Altorf, and many houſes 
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were pillaged even during the engagement. But this was 
only a prelude to greater and continued perſecution; for 
during five long and ſorrowful days were the town and con- 
vent abandoned to the extortions of the commiſſaries and of- 


ficers, and to the exceſſes and rapacity of the ſoldiers. It 


ſeemed as if hell had opened and diſcharged upon Altorf its 


moſt reprobate and execrable demons ; for there 1s no enor- 


mity, however horrible, that was not perpetrated during thole 
painfully memorable days. ; | 

The troops had no ſooner quitted the abbey, than the com- 
miſſaries appeared there for the purpole of plundering in the 
name of the French Republic, by exacting the moſt unheard 
of contributions, which were extorted by force of arms, and 
under menaces of conflagration and the word. The wholc 


R 


ſtock of corn, of different kinds, ail the cattle, all the wine 


and ſpirits, and in ſhort, all the neceſſaries of life, were order- 
ed to be delivered, either at the camp or into the hands of 
thoſe privileged locuſts, One loaded waggon ſucceeded a- 
nother, conveying away the plunder ; and at laſt, the empty 
caſks, ſacks, and common houſehold furniture were carried 
oft, the horſes were ſtolen out of the fields, many of the arti- 
cles were ſold or wantonly deſtroyed, and others were inſiſted 


upon in their ſtead, The fury of theſe banditti increaſed in 


public, accuſed of not being a good patriot, and cruelly beat- 
en, or maimed with a hroadſword; and the pielatc of the ab- 


Proportion as their booty was diminiſhed by their numerous 
thefts ; and under pretence of ſearching for hidden treaſure 
and concealed arms, they were guiltv of the moſt barbarous 
exceſſes, Whoever refuled to part with the ſhirt upon his 
back was conſidered as a conſpirator againſt the French Re- 


bey was upon the point of being hanged whilſt on his way to 
entreat the clemency of the commander in chief, and was ſav- 
ed only by the timely interference of an officer, who was more 
than commonly humane. 


In the courle of the firſt night after the engagement, ſome 


of the ſoldiers purpoſely and wantonly ſet fire to two houſes 
in the town, and would wot permit any attempts to be made 
to quench the flames. Several other houſes were more than 
half conſumed, by fire, in conſequence of their ſcattering red 


hot coals and burning candles about the rooms, under the 


beds, and amongſt every heap of combuſtibles they could diſ- 
cover, ſo that nothing but the great vigilance and exertions 
of the proprietors could have prevented the entire deſtruc- 
tion of the town. „ | | | 

When Altorf was reduccd to ſuch poverty as to afford no 
further temptation to the pillagers, they ſpread themſelves in 


bands over the ſurrounding country, attacked the cottages 


and habitations of the peaſantry (to whom they had promiſed 
liberty, equality, and affluence) rifled their pockets, de ſtroy- 
ed their furniture, tore up the floors of their rooms, cut open 
che mattreiſes and feather beds, dug up the ground in the cel- 
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5 
ters and gardens, turned over even the contents of the pri- 
vies, in hopes of finding ſome concealed treaſure, returned 
ix or leven times to the ſame houſes, and never quitted them 
'antil they had left nothing behind them but the bare walls. 
Oxen, cows, ana {wine were either driven off, cut in pieces 


upon the ſpot, or left cruelly mutilated ; geeſe and poultry 


vere carried away either dead or alive; and ſuch proviſions 
25 could not. either be conſumed or conveyed away were trod- 
den under foot, or mixed with ſand, aſhes, and ordure ; nor 
did theſe ruffians ſpare even the ſtores of bread, which it is 
uſual in that country to keep dried for, comſumption in the 
winter, Many cellars were left half full of wine, which had 
run from the caſks they wantonly had ſtaved; and the houles 


were long afterwardsimpregnated with the vapor of the bran- 
dy which they had poured about the rooms in the moſt waſteful 


manner, They deſtroyed even the milk-pails and all the ap- 
pendages of the dairy ; and in many dwellings there was not 
even a bench or a chair unbroken, The praſants were ſome- 
times threatened with immediate death, and ſometimes put 
to extreme torture, in order to procurea dilcovery ' of money 
and other valuables, wh:ich they were accuſed of having con- 
cealed ; and many were ſeverely wounded and crippled, ei- 
ther by muſket balls, blows with the but-ends of the fire- 


locks, or ſtrokes of the broad ſword. ' The deepeſt and moſt 


apparent poverty was not even a protection againſt them; 
for beggars were ſtripped of their rags; and the number of 
thoſe who were left without a ſhirt upon their backs is by 


no means inconſiderable. Grey hairs and liſping infancy, the 
ſick, the dying, and even women in labour, were alike expa- 


ſed to the moſt inhuman treatment, and were dragged from 
their beds, kicked about, and frequently wounded, under 
pretence that they were the keepers of concealed treaſure, 
The women and children, who attempted toeſcape, were pur- 
ſued, plundered, and violated ; and girls from ten to twelve 
years of age were deprived of their innocence and health by 
theſe republican barbarians, © Neither age nor infirmity, nor 
yet the moſt offenſive diſorders, were able to ſet bounds to 
their more than brutal luſt ; and ten, twelve and even twen- 
ty of theſe depraved wretches are known ſucceſſively to 


have gratified their paſſions with the ſame object, whilſt their 


ſhameleſs colleagues either kept guerd at the door, or held 


loaded piſtols and fixed bayonets at the head of the unhappy 


ſufferer. Even in the infirmary near Weingarten did theſe 
cannibals commit the ſame horrid crimes, and outrage perſons 
ſuffering under the moſt diſguſting maladies, and ſuch as pre- 
clude them from communication with the reſt of mankind. 
But delicacy forms no part of the character of the French re- 
publican ; for at Heidenheim they uſed as ſpits for their meat 
the iron ſpikes upon which they had found the heads of ſome 


lately executed malefactors, and made their fire with the 


wheels upon vhich the corpſes had ben expoſed, Even the 
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5 bodies of young women, who had expired under their bar- 


barity, and of women who but = few hours before had been 
in labour, were made uſe of to ſatiate the infernal luſt of theſe 
| monſters in human ſhape, degraded far beneath the beaſts of 
4 the field. With menaces of ſlaughter, with blows, with un- 
9 ſheathed ſabres, and with loaded muſkets, thev enforced uni- 
ms verſal ſubmiſſion; and. dreadful was their revenge when their | 
4 inclinations were reſiſted. Whilſt they were plundering, 
14 deſtroying,:diſhonouring, and committing ſuch exceſſes as 
4 humanity ſhudders to relate, at the village of Ingoldingen, 
oy from the ſecond to the fourth of October, {ix or eight volun- | | 
- teers ruſhed into the houſe of Jacob Fruſt, a farmer, whoſe 
wife, they ill-treated, and threatened with inſtant death if ſhe 
refuſed to conſent to their deſires ; but that reſolute woman 
declaring that ſhe had rather meet death than diſhonour, at- 
tacked the ruffians, and, aſſiſted by her huſband, who fortu- 
nately came in, drove them out of the houſe, Determined 
however to revenge themſelves, they ſet fire to the dwelling, 
which, with the furniture, granary, and every thing but the 
7 cattle, became a prey to the flames. Three other houſes met. 
a ſimilar fate, and the damages ſuſtained by this and an adjoin- 
. ing village amounted, in contributions and in loſſes by plun- “ 
T der and conflagration, to the ſum of 44,824, florins, or above 
> E 4,000 ſterling. x 
Not a trace of decency, not the leaſt regard to religion and 
its cuſtoms, appeared in the conduct of the French loldiery. 
In the churches they broke open the pyx, trampled the hoſt 
under foot, carried away the communion plate, and the robes 
of the prieſts, deſtroyed the crucifixes and other images, and 
treated with ignominy, every thing that is deemed holy by the 
catholic, and feſpected by the well-meaning man of every re- 
ligion. In one of the villages, where the church was ſtrip- 
ped of its ornaments, and the miniſter completely pillaged, 
they placed upon the altar the figure of Satan, which they had 
taken from the repreſentation of the Redeemer tempted in 
N the deſert; and in another village they placed a crucifix be- 
Y fore the fire, and, amidſt ſhouts of moſt indecent mirth, turn- 
ed it round like meat roaſting upon a ſpit, whilſt the grey- 
headed miniſter of the pariſh, at the venerable age of eighty- 
three, was not only plundered and inſulted, but ſeverely beat- 8 | 
en, as a reward for the hoſpitality with which he had receiv- | | 
ed them, And indeed it ought not to be forgotten, that, 
with very few exceptions, the moſt brutal actions and the 
greateſt exceſſes were commited in the houſes of thole, who 
by anticipation of their wiſhes, or promptitude in execution 
C ol their orders, endeavoured to diſarm their ferocity, and ſecure 
" protection and tranguillity, | 
4 It was not until ie fifth of Oftober that this diſtrict was 
relieved from the Republican troops, and frum the tribe of AY 
Jews, ſpies, and traitorous informers, the refuſe of Suabia, 
_ who had followed the French army, and greatly contributed | 
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to iricreaſe the diſtreſſes of the people. Upon the 6th of Or- 
tober the Imperialiſts were welcomed with a joy as ſincere 
and -univerſal as was the deteſtation of the Republicans and 
their principles. | | 

'The damages ſuſtained by the Abbey of Weingarten, by 
pillage and requiſitions, amounted to 257,082 florins; thoſe 
incurred by the town of Altorf, to 93,229 florins and the 
whole amount of the damages ſuſtained by this diſtri was 

Soo, ooo florins, or upwards of 45,000], ſterling. 


PFULLENDORF. 1 
Upon the ſeeond of Auguſt 1796, a diviſion of the column 
under the orders of general Ferino marched through this vil- 
lage, when ſome chaſſeurs belonging to the advanced guard 
entered a ſhop, and forcibly took filk handkerchiefs and other 
| goods to the value of 100 florins, for which they offered ſome 
| aſſignats in payment; but upon the ſhopkeeper refuſing to 
take ſuch uſeleſs paper, they ſtruck at him with their ſabres, 
and left the fnop with ſhouts of laughter and torrents ofabuſle, 
Five others entered the houſe of one of the magiſtrates, loud- 
ly aſking fer wine and victuals, with which they were ſpeed- 
ly and amply ſerved, and for which they teſtified their grati- 
tude by robbing their entertainer of his watch and money. 
The ſame night they threatened an inhabitant with death for . 
telling an officer who wanted to put his carriage into his barn, 
That there was no room for it; and his life was with difficul- 
ty ſaved by a magiſtrate, who had him conveyed to the town- 
priſon (as a place of ſafety from the enemy) under promiſe 
that he ſhould be puniſhed. | 3 | 
In the neighbouring village of Neubronn, belonging to the 
| prince of Furſtenberg, fix riflemen impoſed a contribution of 
goo florins, or about 271. ber- e ſeveral houſes, and 
ſo ilELtreated ſuch as endeavoured to protect their property, 
and to reſiſt the inſults offered to their wives and daughters, 


that many honeſt and induſtrious labourers were reduced to 15 

the greateſt diſtreſs. Ee £ 
If the rough and barbarous manner in which theſe armed 4 

ruffians extorted what they wanted excited terror and d*teſta- * 


tion, their intempe rance gave riſe to an equal degree of aſton- 
iſhment; for two Frenchmen would devour at a meal as much 
as would ſerve three hard-working Germans during three or 
tour days; and between the hours of two and nine, they would 
frequently have three complete mꝭals, which they generally 
moiſtened with whole rivers of wine, plentifully ſweetened 
with ſugar, and uſually ſtrengthened with cherry-brandy, 
Pfullendorf and the adjacent villages ſuffered, however, but 
little, in compariſon with other places, until the enemy be- 
gan to retreat, when the French not only carried away or de- 
ſtroyed all the forage and corn they could find, but ſo entire- 
ly demoliſhed a {mall hamlet in the neighbourhood, by break- 
ing the windows, forcing open the doors, and deſtroying a): 
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the beds and other furniture in the houſes, as to oblige this 
owners to have recourle to their neighbours for lodging ants 
lubſiſtence. After the engagement at Biberach, upon the 2d 
of October. which was very deſtruttive on both tides, with- 
out altering the fituation of affairs. the French main hoſpital 
was removed to Pfullendorf. The enormity of the requiſi— 


tions for this hoſpital was equalled only by the waſte and the 


frauds committed by the officiers de {ante (the phy ſicians and 
ſurgeons) who publicly ſold the ſugar, and were more QCcuPt- 


ed in bargaining for the lale of ſuch other articles vs they had 
extort=d, then buſicd in attending to the wants of the ſick. 
Upon the fiſth of October, general Moreau himſelf fed his 


head quarters at Pfullendorf, and was followed by his whole 


army, which was diftributed about the country, and, like the 
preceding hordes, rendered itſelf forever infamous by the 

gratification of every ſavage paſſion, the commiſhon of every 
for: of excels, and the practice of every ſpecies of extortion, 
A brave f low, who had aſſiſted in driving tome of the plun- 
Cerers out of the village he inhabited, was afterwards recogni- 
red and ſhot j as were two farmers in another village, whilit 
endeavouring to prevent their doors from being forced open. 
Alervant at the boſpital of Pfullendorf, who ſerved as guide 
toa dragoon, was ſhot by the blood- thirſty villian without 
an y provocation, and ſo grievouſly wounded, that he ſhortly 
after expired, Twolabourers and a ſhoc- maker were mut- 
dered in another place by ſome of the ſtraggling ſoldiers, for 
attempting to prevent ſome atrocious action, and for threat- 
ening to ring the alarm bell. A poor woman, 60 years of age, 

who was gleaning in a field, Was forcibly thrown down by one 
of the republican barberians, and menaced with death if ſhe 
did not yield to his brutal de fires, whilft another ftood with 
his bayonet at the breaſt of her aged huſhand, and forced hin 
to be a witneſs of his wife's diſhonour, A church was broken 
open and plundered, and the miniſter's houte completely ri- 
fled, under the eyes of general Moreau himſelf, who to the 
lamentations of the ſufferer, rontemptucuſly replied, © I can- 
not prevent 1t''-—ana quietly betook himſelf to his favourite 
cherry-hrandy, in which he indulged himſelf to exceſs, like 
the meaneſt of his ſoldiers, 

Among the commiſſaries, who pillaged i in the name of the re- 
public, one Nicholas particularly diſtinguiſhed himſelf; for hav- 
ing ſuddenly required,as abſolutely neceſſary for the army, the: 
delivery of ſuch an immenſe quantity of hay and corn as, he was 
told, could not poſſibly be procured in ſo ſhort time as he had 
mentioned, he made no icruple of declaring, that if a weighty 
purle were offered to him for his own private uſe, he would 


lay nothing more about the requiſition ; and having cheated 


miller in the weight of the flour eee by him, he ex- 
tOrted from him upwards of 19 louis, as a compenſation for 
he pretended deficiency, Out ef the many inftances of Hand 
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committed by the commiſiaries, we will mention one, Which 
in leveral relpects is not a little characteriſtic. One evening 
two of thoſe harpies required the delivery of 3ooO pounds 


weight of beef upon the following morning; but the butcher 


ſuſpecting it to be a ſcheme to extort money, applied to 24 
ollicer upon the Hall, who immediately agreed in opinion with 
hs autchers, and gave them a note to the commanding officer. 
"10 expreTed the ſame opinion, but added,“ It is not in my 
10wer to protect you againſt theſe blood-ſuckers, and I muſt 
mere fore adviſe you to comply with their demands.“ They 
followed his advice, were employed the whole night in ſlaugh- 
tering their beaſts, and were told the next day that the mea: 
was not wanted, | 


, t <4 
Before the armies of the French republic overran, vexed, 
and delolated the Circle of Suabia, the inhabitants of the lit= 


| ile town of Waldſee were enabled to form a correct judgment 
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of tie character of the republican troops, from the conduct of 


the French priſoners who had been originally quartered there 
between the 21ſt of December 1795 and the 6th of July 1796, 
ſo that they heard of the approach of this lawleſs horde with 
more apprehenſion than the inhabitants of moſt other places. 
The French behaved more like conquerors . than. priſoners, 
not only towards the inhabitants, but towards the Auſtrian 


officers and ſoldiers; aad when. they heard that the whole 
French army had croſſed the Rhine, their, outrageous joy 


knew no bounds. They inſulted the inhabltants in the groſſ- 


eſt terms, repaid the kindneſſes they had received with inſo 


lence ; and even with blows, began to pillage the houſes of 
the peaſantry, robbed the gardens around the town, laid 
watte the corn fields, endeavoured forcibly to diſnonour wo- 
men and children, and by numerous exceſſes abuſed the kind 
and noble manner in which they had been treated by the 
Aulltians, Several of the officers deceived the vigilance of 


*mperial towns of Ravenſpurg and Biberach, reconnoitred 
the country, and found many who, either out of intereſt or 
fromattachment to the emifiaries of liberty and equality, de- 
graded themſelves by carrying on a traitorous correſpondence 
with the enemy, and forwarding the diſpatches of the priſon- 


ers to the Directory, ſo that it is no longer to be wondered at 


that the leader of the republican armies ſhould poſſeſs ſuch a 
circumſtantial knowledge or every diſtrict through which he 
Was to pals. | ER | 
Upon the 28th of July the Imperial general Frolich, at the 
head of his corps, quitted Waldſee, where he had arrived up- 
; = and being too weak ſucceſsfully to 
ca nrena with the ſuperior numbers under the command of 
general Ferino, withdrew by Wurzach towards the Danube. 
He was followed by the emigrant legion, amounting to 9 o: 


\ 
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the garriſon, and making excurſions. to the neighbouring free 
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10,000 men, who upon the ſecond of Auguſt were at ſo ſhort 
a diſtance from Waldſee, that Ferino's advanced guard had 
puſhed within a mile and a half of their rear. Upon the ſo]- 
lowing day a detachment of French infantry entered the 
town, and whilſt their commanding officer was endeavouring 
to perſuade the magiſtrates that the inhabitants ſhould enjoy 
the moſt perfect ſecurity both in perſon and property, his 
foldiers forcibly entered the ſhops and carried away what 
they thought proper. The officer indeed ordered the goods 
20 be reſtored, and appointed a non-commiſſioned officer to 
execute his commands; but only a few trifling articles were 
returned, and the non-commiſſioned officer publicly divided 
the reſt of the ſpoil amongt his comrades, not failing to take 
Que care of himielf, Reeling with wine, and loaded with 
plunder, they quitted Waldſee in the evening, and were 
next morning ſueceeded by another detachment, five of whom 


haſtened to a chapel, which they broke open and pillaged of 


the communion plate; after which they proceeded toa neigh- 
bouring village, plundered ſeveral houſes, and fired 15 times 
at one Beckhinger, a miller, Who defended his property like 
a hero, and who, without being himſelf wounded, ſhot one 
of the robbers dead upon the ſpot, broke the leg of another, 
and put the reſt to flight, In the mean time, thoſe in the 
town revelled in abundance, teok the watches from the 
prom of the inhabitants, and under pretence of paying in 

ecie for what they wanted, forced the tradeimen to open 


their ſhops, took what articles they choſe, and paid for them 


in mandats and aſſignats. | 

Upon the th of Auguſt, the advanced guard of the column 
commanded by general Ferino, amounting to 4,000 men, un- 
der the orders of general Abbatucci, entered Waldſce, which 
was now obliged to provide, not only for this army, but alſo 
for the numerous out poſts beyond the town. A contribu- 
tion of 15,000 pounds weight of bread, and 4,900 bottles of 


wine commenced the liſt of requiſitions, which ſucceeded 


each other almoſt without intermiſſion, and were rendered 
the more oppreſſive from the danger which every convoy of 
corn and cattle incurred from the enemy; for whatever fell 
into the hands of the outpoſts, though deſtined for the ſup- 
ply of the army, became a prey to theſe ungovernable bandit- 
ti: the peaſantry, going to the town, were robbed of their 

Moes, ſtockings, and wearing apparel ; and even the wag- 
gons and horſes that brought wine and proviſions for the 
troops were ſeized and ſent away, and the owners were ſre- 
quently detained, and forced to follow the army during ſev— 
eral days, and even weeks, until they could purchaſe their 
liberty with money. Not ſatisfied with the common fare of 
the country, theſe pretended champions of liberty and equal- 
_ ty, demanded large ſupplies of fiſh, butter, checſe, and fruit, 


after every meal; and if they were not inſtantly produece, 
hey fell upon the landlord and fervants, beat them, ang 
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2 
threatened them with de ach, and fniſned by plunaering tne 
kitchen, pantry, and cellars; and ſuch was their wilful walls 
of fodder, that in this ſingle day {everal farmers were Cepriiv- 
ed of their whole proviſion for the winter, 

Upon the 8th of Auguſt, this unbridled horde quitted 
Waldſee, and Ferino himlelf appeared there at the head of the 
main body of the: army, bit was preceded by the 2djuianc 
general Berthold, who came to prepare quarters for the ail, 
and who rendered himſelf odious by his unbounded infolence 
and rapacity, With menacing geſtures and the moſt horrid 
oaths he threatened to cleave with his ſabre the head of the 
burgomaſter, merely becauſe he had conducted him to a houte 
not ſuited to his refined taſte, although it was by lar the volt 
in the place ; nor was he pecified until he had been compli— 
mented with a preſent of 1 5 louis, which his ſervant. a wretch 
with the countenance and demeanor of a galley f{lave, nego- 
tiated for him without the leait delicacy. The other officers, 
without {cruple, extorted breeches, ſuoes, boots, fluckings, 
linen, and other neceiſaries; and ering, the commandant o# 
the town, declared, that he would make no attempt at diſci- 
pline until he and his ſervant had been newly clcaihes, 


Others exattcd a large quantity of diſhes, glatſes, kitchen fur- 


niture, and proviiions, tor their reſpective corps in the neigh- 
bourhood of the town, but offered to relinquiſh the articles 
required for a certain compenſation in louis or dollars. 
Notwithſtanding the maintenance of this repzcicus ſold- 
iery, and of their numerous cavalry, far {urpaſſed the ability 
of this ſmall town, the commiſſaries ordered geo buſhels of 
oats to be carried away, ſo that the whole {tore was exhauſted 
before the army had begun to move. Smiths, {addlers, and 
wheelwrights were forced to work hard without a recom - 


pence; aud amongſt the innumetavie articles put ina Kate of 


equiſition, was even a quantity of greaſe for wheels, 


Upon the 10:k ot Auguii, Ferino and his liccaious hote 


began to move forwards; but not until the inhrmary had 
been ſtripped of f all the beds, matticlies, and linen, nor until 


the governor ct the inGrmary, and all the ick and poor un- 


der his care, had been plandered of every thing they poſſeil- 
ed. Thenceforward, until the retreat, the town was daily 
obliged to provide {or 20, 59, and frequently for 190 men, 
who with horſes and baggage waggons polled through with 
their ſpoil, and required to be forwarded to the confines of 
France. The flying koſpitals alſo became another {courge 
and ſource of oppreſſion to the town of Waldſee, from the 
quantity of drugs, wine, Vinegar, Mirts, cloth, a ad Viet which 


were conſtavtly put in requintion, and by which the ck and 


wounded ſoldiers were but little benefitted; for the officers 
of health, who were as ſhamelets cheats as the commillaries, 

old the greateſt part of the wine, cauſed ſhirts for thenſelves.” 
3nd ſhifts for their wives and miſtrefles, to be made out of ths 


cloth, and frequently took money ig allcad of the drugs mos 


122 Hee PR 


. 


W 


* 6» 
* Ct 


r2quifte, ſuſfering the ſick and weunaed to 1ecover as they 
could, They even carried their inhumanity to their own 


countrymen ſo far, that during a day's halt at Waldſce, the 


wounded weie not once taken out of the waggons, but were 
forced to remain there throughout the day, unattended, and 
ex poſed to the burning heat of the ſun. 

At length, upon the 28th of September, the advanced 
guard of Ferino's column again marched into Waldiee, and 
was quickly ſucceeded by the main body of the army. The 
houſes were now ctowded with { }idiers, who committed 
every ſpecies of exceſs, and were even more herce and mali— 
cious than before, Under pretence that they had been 
robbed of their arms or baggage, they extorted from the inno- 
cent landtorus and {ervants compen{ations in money, ill treat- 
ed ſuch as did not inſtantly comply, carried away all the fur- 
niture that was portable, wantonly deſtroyed the corn in the 
barns and fields, rifled and wholly ſtripped ſeveral habita- 
tions, and diſplayed the extreme of their infernal wickednels 
and malevolence, by piling up all the bread they could find, 
and ſetting it on fire, although they knew that the poor ru- 
ined inhabitants were in the greateſt want of that moit ne- 
ceſſary article of ſupport, The female ſex was neither o 
publicly nor ſo generally diſhonoured here as in many other 


places; and they who were unfortunate enough to be violat- 


ed, endeavoured to conceal their diſgrace, but to no effect; 
for it diſcovered itſelf in conſequence of the diſguſting mala- 
dies which ſoon broke out, and with which they had been in- 
fected by theſe ruffians. „ | 

It was uſeleſs to complain to the general officers of the un- 
reaſonable demands of the commiffar ies and the exceſſes of the 
ſoldiery, for their anſwer was, Give them whet they aſk 
for, and their extortions muſt neceſſarily terminate.“ And 
thus were they conſtrained to ſee all the proviſion of corn 
taken from ihe pranary of the infirimary, and many of the in- 
habitants robbed of their whole ſtock of fodder for the win- 
ter. At midnight the whole army unexpettedly began to 
move, and commenced their march with burning torches and 
lighted candles in their hands; their retrcat was covered by 
genera] Jordis, and the next morning not a Fienchman was 
to be ſeen in or ner the town of Waldlee ; though upon 
their march a band of chaſſeurs ſtraggled into an ontlving 
hamlet, and demanded the immediate payment of 12 louis as a 
contribution; but the peaſantry not producing it ſo ſpeedily 
as was expected, the banditti ruſned into their nuules, deſtroy- 
ed every thing too bulky to be carried off, and rolling the 
winter ftock of bread in filth and cdure, with malicious and 
tatan-like ſhouts of laughter, offered it to the unfortuuate and 
helpleſs labourers, When about £10 ſterling had been col- 
lected with much difficulty, and under continual dread of be- 
ing maſſacred, theſe unhappy people were under the neceſſi- 
ty of uſing the moſt humiliating entreaties to their plunder. 
eis to accept this ſacrifice, and do them no further injury, 


14 

1 he damages incurred by the inhabitants of Waldſee, in 
conſequence of this fraternal viſit from the great nation, a- 
meunted to 45,000 florins, or upwards of 4, ooo ſterling, 


MARK DORF, 
A ſmall town in Suabia, in the biſhopric of Conſtance, 
When the French appeared upon the banks of the lake of 
Conſtance, their leaders affected to be ſurpriſed that people 
Mould be afraid of them, and that many ſhould deſert the 
country: © For,” ſaid they, we are only come to offer 
peace to the Emperor, and not to violate either your reli— 
-_ your cuſtoms, your perſons, or your property, all which 
all be moſt carefully reſpe&ed and preſerved.” This aſſur- 
ance was publicly given to the deputies from ſeveral towns 
and villages by general Tarreau, who added, * that it was 
his particular object and buſineſs to maintain the ſevereſt diſ- 
cipline and the moſt exact order in his army. Tranquilized 
by this ſerious declaration the deputies returned home, and 
upon the 3d of Auguſt, at noon-day, the French to the num- 
ber of b, ooo men, entered Markdorf and the neighbouring 
hamlets, and were entertained as liberally as poſſible by the 
inhabitants. But they ſoon began to break open doors and 
commit thefts, even under the eyes of the ſtaff-ofhcers, and 
Tome of the horde ſpread themſelves over the ſurrounding 
country, where thels ſelf-termed protectors of the peaſantry 
tore the clothes from the backs, and the ſhoes and ſtockings 
from the feet and legs of the poor cottagers and farmers who 
offered them proviſions, broke open their cellars, rifled their 
cloſſets and coffers, carried away all the valuable articles the 
could find, deſtroyed the houſehold furniture, and cruelly 
beat and wounded ſuch as made a ſhow of defending their 
property. At length three volunteers were arreſted for have 
ing robbed a public meſſenger upon the highway of two 
watches and his money, and afterwards wounded him in the 
head with a bayonet, hecauſe he complained of their ill uſage, 
A court martial immediately paſſed ſentence of death upon 
one of the malefaftors, and condemned the others to the gal- 
leys, which latter part of the ſentence Tarreau converted in- 
to puniſhment by death; but this was only done to deceive 
the people by a ſemblance of juſtice and diſcipline; for not- 
withſtanding the preparations for their execution, the theives 
were not hanged, but were very ſoon afterwards diſcharged, 
No man knew better than Tarreau how to reap where he 
and not ſown, and no ſooner was he arrived at the caſtle of 
Markdorf, than he began to demean himſelf like a madman, 
furiouſly complaining that bread had not been purpoſely ba- 
ked for his army, although he knew that it was impoſſible to 
prepare ſuch a quantity upon ſuch ſhort notice, and that the 
troops had been ſo liberally treated with bread and wine upon 
their arrival, If you don't inſtantly provide bread enough, 
Qid he with a thundering voice, © I will give orders to my 
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5 
whole brigade to fall on and plunder you.“ The commiſſary 
Stoughlen, one of the moſt worthlefs men in the army, and 
for that reaſon the confidential favourite of Tarreau, not only 
ſpoke in the ſame tone, but immediately iſſued a requiſition, 
by which 18,000 pounds weight of bread were ordered to be 
baked befare nine o'clock at night, under the penalty of the 
town being given up to be plundered by the ſoldiers, The 
chief magiſtrate not aware that this was only a premeditated 
{cheme to raiſe money, was full ofanxiety for the town, well 
knowing that ſuch a proviſion could not poſſibly be made in 
fo ſhort a time ; but he was fuon relieved from his diſtreſs 
dy a viſit from Labrouſſe, one of Tarreau's aides-de-camp, 
and his faithful colleague in the arts of extortion, who advi- 
led him to pacify the general by a preſent of two gold watches, 
But,“ added he, you muſt not hint that I gave you this 
advice, for the general is a man of the moſt delicate feelings, 

and the niceſt honour,” Two. handlome gold watches were 
immediately procured, and offered to Tarreau, whole fu 
abated, and whoſe brow was ſmoothed ; whilſt Stouhlen tore 
in pieces the requiſition for the 18,000 pounds of bread, and 
ſaid, Let them bake what they can''—and {oended the farce, 
The column ſoon afterwards proceeded on its march; but 
two days afterwards Stouhlen ſent a demand for 9,000 pounds 
weight of bread, which were delivered to him, and Markdorf 
was relieved from farther contributions, until the cloſe of 
September, though it ſtill ſuffered much from the exactions 
and thefts committed by the troops, who were, continually 
marching to and fro. 5 f | 
| The retreat at length took place, and upon the 22d of Sep- | | 
tember the head quarters were fixed at Hofen, in the neigh- | 
4 bourhood of Markdorf, which, with the adjoining villages, 
| now experienced every ſort of oppreſſion, Two of the com- 
miſſaries, eſtabliſhed at different places near Markdorf, at the 
ſame time and with ſimilar menaces, required from that town 
the moſt exorbitant ſupplies; ſo that it was expoled to the 
mercileſs attacks of thoſe harnies, without a poſſibility of re- 
dreſs, and requiſition ſucceeded requiſition, The deputy 
1 commiſlaries alſo viſited the adjacent country with their ex- 
G actions, and obliged the peaſants either to comply with their 
demands, or to purchaſe their exemption with gold, © We 
coin requiſitions like money,” ſaid the commiſſary Nonette, 
who, like his brethren, readily and publicly deſiſted from 
levying contributions in return for a preſent to himſelf : 
and the town of Markdorf was forced to pay him in caſh the 
value of 20 tons of hay and of 25 lacks of oats, in orcler to 
5 prevent the threatened general pillage by the ſoldiery; nor 
could the execution of a ſimilar menace from another com- 
miſſary he averted but by awell-timed preſent to his ſecretary. 
A Upon the morning of the fifth of October, Tarreau arrived 
"4 at Markdorf with his ſtaff, and finding that his head quarters 
tad been eſtabliſhed at the inn, he gallopped upto the Caſtle, 
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pared; but Tarreau's wrath was not appeaſed; and it ap- 


3 SS 2 " 
n 
— . A — — > ON OI 3 1 mth * . PER 


7 7 
and vehemently u: mending why it had not been prepared for 
his reception, ed, ſpeaking to the burgomaſter, © But J 
© know you had much rather entertain the Imperialiſts; here 
„ in the Caſtle, however, will I lodge, and if in the courte 
© of two hours Five beas are not prepared for me and my ſtaff. 
vou ſhall receive 29 laſhes, ta be repeated every hour, until 
my orders are obe ved. 1! he beds were accordingly Pre - 


4 * 


Cc; 


proached almoſt io madnels, when late at night he received an 


order for the army to continue its retreat carly the next morn- 
ing. The people of Markdorf paſſed this whole night inthe 
greateſt ans: ety ; for Terreau had mare than ten times threat- 
encd to ſet fre to the town in four different places, and his un- 
governable rage gave them, good realen to apprehend the 
worit; they were, however, fortunate enough to eſcape the 
con flagration, znd the. next morning the batbatian marched 
away with his divifion, followed by the execrations of the 
whole country, who upon the ſame day Joytully recerved the 
Auſtrians astheirdeliverers from :he iron yoke which had been 
impoſed by theſe champions in the cauſe of liberty and equal- 
ty, Their viſitations coſt the inhabitants of Markdorf near 
40,000 florins, or about F g.bco ſterling ; a large ſum, confd- 
ering that the town did not contain more than 350 heads of 


families, few of whom were ina ſtate of affluence, and that they 


had, during ſome years, been very unſucceſsful in the culture 
and produce of their vineyards. 

It ought not to be forgotten, that in a hamlet nearthe town, 
ten brutal French ſoldiers alternately violated the chaſtity of 


a woman, who hourly expected to be taken in labour, and 


whoſe huſband was forcibly made a witnels of their barbarity. 
An officer too, whoſe aſſiſtance had been requeſted by the 
neighbours, upon entering the houſe, was fo far from reprov- 
ing the ſoldiers, that—horrible to relate he immediately 
followed their example, aud added to the injuries already of- 
fered to the expiring woman. In another village, a woman 
who had only borne a child about eight days, was diſhonoured 


and treated with ſuch violence that her recovery, was ex- 
tremely doubt ful, and when, in delpair, ſhe fled from them in 


her ſhift, and with her infant in her arms, ſhe was purſued 
by the looſe jokes and malign ſhouts of theſe inhuman ſons 
of Satan, over whole other atrocious achons in this diſtrict it 
is now time to throw a veil, 


MEER LSBURG, 


A town upon the banks of the Lake of Confſtence, in the: 


Circle of Suzbia, and the reſidence ef the prigce- .biſhop ol 

Conſtance. 

Advice having been reecivedat this town upon the :3thot 
September, that the diviſion of the French army under gene- 


_ eral Tarreau, was retreating through that part of the Suabia, 


the gates of the town were ordered to be ſhut; 3 and, accord- 
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ing to the tenor of a French proclamation of the 18th of Auguſt, 
they were not to be opened to any of the officers or ſoldiers, ex- 
cept to ſuch as had their route made out and ſigned by the officers 
upon the ſtaff. Notwithſtanding this precaution, the inns were 
ſoon filled with French ſoldiers, and the ſtables were crowded 
with horſes they had ſtolen upon the march ; and fuch as could 
not gain admittance were amply provided with meat and drink at 
the gates of the town. Three days afterwards, Tarreau, who 
probably had long wiſhed for an oblation from Meerſburg, ſent the 
following deſpotic and alarming note to the magiſtrates : © I com- 
mand you to appear at my,head-quarters at Vſſni, in the courſe of 
twenty-four hours.” The Baron de Reichlin and two other reſpecta- 
dle magiſtrates forthwith repaired to Vſſni, and were received by the 
aid- de- camp Labrouſſe, who reeling about half naked, greeted them 
in a thundering voice with, “come in, ſcoundrels as you are: your 
town ſhall ſpeedily be reduced to aſhes, and yourſelves exalted upon 
a gibbet 3? and then placing a guard over them, and reaſſuring 


them, * that the ſun ſhould early the next morning light them on 
their way to the gallows,“ he ſtaggered into the apartment of Tar- 
reau. The deputies at length diſcovered that their goalers thirſted 


for the blood of the governor of Meerſburg, who had cauſed the 


uu to be ſhut, as above related, and who would certainly have 
allen a facrifice of their rage, if he had not haſtily retired into 

Switzerland. Ujon examination of the deputies the next morn- 

ing, and upon their declaration that the gates had been ſhut by or- 


der of the governor, Labrouſſe ordered two carriages to be prepar- 


ed, and immediately drove with them, eſcorted by twenty huſſars, 


and preceded by a hangman to Meerſburg, when ſuch members of 
the regency as had not eſcaped were ſummoned and treated with 
the ſame inſolence and menaces as the deputies had been ſubje& to 
upon the preceding evening, Fire and ſword, gallows and muſket 


balls, thundered, inceſſantly from the lips of the tyrant, and he 


{wore that the houſe of the governor ſhould inſtantly be reduced to 


ruins. At length, after much altercation Labrouſſe detained two 


of the chief officers of ſtate as hoſtages, and departed with them 


for head quarters, where, whilſt the people of the town anxiouſly 
_ awaited the cataſtrophe, this _ tragical hiſtory terminated 


in peaceful robbery. General Tarreau had an inclination for, and 
was complimented with a handſome carriage and two fine horſes 


belonging to one of the hoſtages, which, with a weighty purſe of 
gold, facrificed to him and his aſſiſtant Labrouſſe, completed the 


expiation, though not until the friendſhip of the general's valet de 
chambre and cook had been purchaſed at the price of five louis each 


for this knot of thieves was ſo cloſely united that it was not ſafe to 


paſs any of them unnoticed. Tarreau demanded alſo and received 
ſix horſes from the ſtables of the prince-biſhop of Conſtance ; and 
the commiſſary Didier impoſed upon the town of Meerſburg the 


moſt exorbitant contributions, which he afterwards withdrew- npon 
receiying a preſent of ſixty louis and two fine horſes, Theſe are 
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ſome of the many baſe actions of the French at Meerſburg, which, 
though not generally plundered, was expoſed to much robbery and 
vexation ; for ſome of the French, with an officer at their head, 
forcibly entered a ſhop, and carried off goods to the value of ſeven. 


ty pounds ſterling ; another party robbed a watchmaker of four gold 


and two filver watches; and ſeveral petty thefts were committed 
both by the officers and ſoldiers. 


BREMEN, 
A village in Suabia, in the county of Friedberg. 

Humanity ſnudders at the recollection of the cruelties and enor- 
mities committed by the French in many parts of the county of 
Friedberg, and particularly at the village of Bremen, which, upon 
the 6th of October, in the evening, was beſet by a band of rob. 
bers, under the -denomination of Republican ſoldiers, who, mad 
with wine, ruſhed into the houſes with the moſt hideous war-whoop, 
and had immediate recourſe to their well-known ſyſtem of plunder. 
All the coffers and cloſets were broken open and rifled—all the 
houſehold furniture was deſtroyed—the peaſants were required, 
with loaded piſtols at their breaſts, to deliver up their money—the 
beds and bedding were unripped and examined—and under pre- 
tence of ſearching for concealed treaſure, not only the floors of 
the rooms were torn up, but even infants were vehemently 
dragged from their cradles, and many families were deprived of 
nearly all their property. But ſtill more terrible to theſe peacea- 
ble and innocent country people was the infernal manner ia which 
the female ſex was treated by theſe villains. In the whole village 
there was neither maiden, wite, nor widow, who was not forcibly 
and repeatedly diſhonoured ; and ſuch was the depravity of theſe 
miſcreants, that eight, ten, and frequently more than that number, 
ſucceſſively inſulted the ſame unfortunate victim, with the accom- 
pliſnment of their brutal purpoſes. Neither early youth, nor hoary- 
headed age, nor deformity, nor yet the moſt offenſive diforders, 
could abate the fury of their paſhons ; and not only huſbands, but 
fathers, and—to fill up the meaſure of their iniquity—even little 
children, were made to be witneſſes of theſe abominable outrages, 
One woman, who, with her huſband, had ſtruggled ineffectually 
againſt the attempts of fix of theſe monſters, was dragged into the 
fields, over hedges and ditches, repeatedly diſhonoured, and left 
half dead upon the ground, whilſt her huſband was cruelly maimed 
with their ſabres, and even her ſucking infant was treated with the 


greateſt inhumanity. Others of the female ſex, both here and in 
the adjacent villages, were faſtened to trees, and violated by ſuc- 


ceeding numbers. 


Not ſatisfied with theſe 3 th ey proceeded to rifle the 


churches, and, with the moſt blaſphemous expreftions, deſtroyed 
the altars, polluted the communion table with their ordure, pulled 
_ down and reviled the image of our Saviour, trampled the hoſt under 
foot, and then threw it to the dogs. 


General Courbe levied a contribution of 29 louis upon the poor 
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inhabitants of the ſmall hamlet of Brunweiler, under a folemn 
promiſe that they ſhould not be plundered or moleſted ; but the 
money was ſcarcely paid, before a party of his ſoldiers arrived, and 
completely ruined them. 

A party of grenadiers came to the houſe of a farmer and innkeep. 
er in another village, and after being liberally ſupplied with proviſ. 


ions, ſuddenly attacked the maſter of the houſe, calling out in the 


language of highwaymen, © Your money or your life;“ and when 
they had fecured all the money he had about him, they forcibly 
threw him upon the ground and beat him, broke open and plunder. 
ed all his cheits and coffers, and were upon the point of departing 
with their booty, when they were joined by nine dragoons, who, 
after indulging themſelves with the contents of the cellar, diſchar- 
ged three muſkets, as a ſignal to their diſtant comrades, that they 
had diſcovered ſome ſecret treaſure, In leſs than a quarter of an 
hour they were reinforced by two hundred men, who preſently con- 
ſumed or deſtroyed all the wine, bread, and proviſions in the houſe, 
and terminated their heroic exploits by breaking all the glaſs and 
earthen ware, deitroying the empty caſks, and threatening to ſet fire 
do the premiſes. 


WEHR, 
A village in Auſtrian Suabia. 
This place was viſited, upon the 18th of July 1796, by four 
mounted artillery men in ragged uniforms, who, in the ſtyle of a re- 
quiſition, demanded 66 ſacks of oats and 3 waggon loads of hay, 


which were no ſooner delivered to them, than they conveyed them 


to a neighbouring town, and there {old them for ready money. 

In the ſame month the environs were curſed with the preſence of 
general Tuncq, whoſe infamy is recorded in the annals of La Ven- 
dee, and who was aſſiſted in his crimes, by his aid-de-camp Schulz, 
the 1on of a petty inn-keeper at Huningen. This general choſe, as 


articles of plunder, wood and flax, and obliged the Baron de Scho- 


naw, chief proprietor of Wehr, to cut down and deliver, in the 
courle of five days, 372 oaks and other trees, which he floated 
down the Rhine into Switzerland, where he had previouſly fixed 
an agent, who ſold the wood, and divided the ſpoil with his em- 
ployer. When the chiefs of ſeveral villages repreſented to him the 
xnpoſhbility of furniſhing what he required, he ordered them to be 
beaten, and chained together, and thrown into priſon like common 
malefactors. It is true, that upon complaint to the Directory, 
Tuncq was brought to a court martial and degraded, and that his 
a:d-de-camp found it prudent to retreat with part of his booty; 


dut no recompenſe was made to thoſe whom he had injured and 
plundered, and other privileged thieves, under the denomination of 


commiſſaries and agents, appeared in their room, and were ſanctioned 
in their numerous oppreſſions. 

Upon the 20th of October, in the afternoon, the rear guard (in 
every reſpec the refuſe) of the army of the Rhine and Moſelle ap- 
pear at Wehr, and encamped under the walls of the caſtle, The 
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20 
women and children now fled up the country with part of their 
cattle and effects, and took refuge in a wood; but the family in the 
eaſtle and all the men remained at home, with the hope of in ſome 
degree, preventing the evils they ſo juſtly dreaded. The firſt ſet 
of banditti began their operations by plundering the villages, and in 
the courſe of three hours conveyed to their camp 120 ſwine, 62 
ſheep, 36 calves, a great quantity of poultry, and upwards of 1200 
ſheaves of wheat; and finiſhed by tearing the ſhoes from off the 
feet of the inhabitants. The next viſit was from a party of huſſars 
headed by a colonel Marulat who appeared late in the evening, 
drank all the wine and ſpirits in the village of Wehr, and miſuſed 
thoſe who were not able to afford them any ; and at midnight, when 
all was quiet, 600 volunteers, with bayonets fixed, appeared before 
the caſtle, and loudly called for 3,600 bottles of wine, at the fame 
time threatening to ſet fire to the village and caſtle if their demand 
was not immediately complied with. Remonſtrance was vain and 
uſeleſs ; and after the officers and men had familiatly drank to the 
oreateſt exceſs, they carried away the remainder of their booty. 
Amongſt the innumerable acts of inhumanity committed during 
this dreadful night, the following deſerves to be particularly record- 
ed: Five ſoldiers having forced open the door of a houſe, in which 
lay a poor woman who had been taken in labour about twelve hours | 
before, they, with drawn ſwords at the breaſt of the ſtill-lufferin x: | 
woman, "demanded her money, and upon being told that ſhe had 5 
none, ranſacked the dwelling and out-houſe, and carried away all 
the furniture, wearing apparel, ſwine, and poultry they could find, 
and at departing, one of them, by way of humanity, threw a dead 
fowl at the head of the poor ſufferer, and told her ſhe might make 
herſelf ſome broth with it.“ i 
I .)⸗he retreat of the French through this diſtrict was marked by 
fimilar inſtances of rapine and brutality. In one village they viola- 
ted and fo barbarouſly abuſed a girl about 15 years of age, that in 
three days ſhe was a corpſe. In the ſame village they broke into 
the houſe of a ſhopkeeper who was recovering from a ſevere illneſs, 
cut his bedding in pieces, ſcattered the feathers about the premiſes, 
rifled the houſe and ſhop, and having diſcovered in the garden a 
Cheſt full of goods which had been depoſited there for ſecurity, car - 
Tied off with the reſt oftheir booty. They not only plundered anoth- 
er houſe, but with the malevolence of evil ſpirits, mixed together all 
the wheat, corn, oats, and rye they could find, and ſtrewed them 
over the apartments. The village was completely pillaged and ru- 
ined, the utenſils neceſſary for the vintage were thrown into the 
Rhine, the churches were plundered, the pyx broken to pieces, and 


* The Reader will have obſerved with horror many inſtances of the 
_ cruelty of the French towards lying in women; and he will ſhudder at 
Fi Hearing, that the Republicans frequently drowned the children which were 
8 | orne to them by their wives or concubines, during their march through 
Fi | Franconia. This is not a fabulous report, but a real and well-atteſted 


fact. See © The Conduct of the French in Franconia,” publiſhed in 3796 
by the Count of Soden. - FE Hs. 
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the conſecrated hoſt trampled under foot. In the environs of the 
camp the corpſes of {everal women were found, who had been vio« 


lated and abuſed even unto death; and however incredible it may 


appear, it is a fact, that the monſters ſatisfied their brutal appetites 
with corpſes, and with ſome unhappy victims in the agonies of death. 


RADOLF-ZELL, 
A. town in Auſtrian Suabia, near the Inferior Lake of Conſtance, 
containing about 1,800 fouls  _ | 
The attachment teſtified by the greateſt part of the inhabitants of 


Suabia, and eſpecially by thoſe of the Auſtrian territorics in that 


circle, to their governors and conſtitution, amidſt the ſucceſſes of 
the enemy, was frequently attended by very conſiderable danger, 
and was either ridiculed or murmured at by the French, who called 
them German beeſts, unworthy of the good fortune, which, like 
mithonaries from hell, they offered them, with the dagger in one 
hand, and the firebrand in the other. But neither menaces nor in- 
ſults could weaken their fidelity and loyalty, and it is worthy of 


remark, that the incurſion of the French into the empire not only 


put and end to every wiſh to revolutionize, but contributed to unite 
the ſovereign and the people much more cloſely than before. Sev- 
era] towns, and Radolf- Zell in particular, ſuffered much for their 
diſtinguiſhed attachment to their ſovereign and conſtitution: and 
upon the retreat of Tarreau, the laſt mentioned town was ſaved from 
threatened conflagration, by a preſent of two fine horſes to the gen- 


eral, and by ſupplying him and his army with an abundance of the 
molt coſtly proviſions that could be procured ; after which the ſol- 


diers deſtroyed the vineyards, the produce of which was upon the 
point of being gathered, cut down the fruit trees, in order the more 
eaſily to pluck the fruit, and broke down the hedpes and fences of 
the gardens. In the neighbouring villages they ſtole all the horſes, 
cattle, ſheep, and ſwine, as well as all the ſtock of wine in the cel- 
lars, and the ſtore of corn in the granaries and barns. The female 
ſex here alſo met with the moſt barbarous uſage, the conſequences 


of which were fatal to many of them. 


ENGELWIES, DURBHEIM, and BARENTHAL, 
Ihres villages in Suabia. 


In this diſtrict the French were guilty of the greateſt exceſſes 


during their retreat; and regardleſs of the conditions in the conven- 


tion which had been ſolemnly agreed upon, they treated the peaſ- 
antry and villagers like people who were to be trampled upon, with- 
out the privilege of reſiſtance, which was deemed a crime puniſha- 


ble with conflagration and the ſword, as was proved in the caſe of 


the village of Engelwies, upon account of the following incident. 
A ſoldier belonging to a party that had begun to plunder the vil- 


lage, having pillaged the dwelling-houſe of the pariſh miniſter, was 
not ſatisfied without wanting to ſtrip him of his breeches; upon 
which his brother, formerly an Auſtrian non-commiſſioned officer, 
Carted up in his defence, and juſt as the Frenchman was about to 
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fre his muſket at him, ſtruck him ſuch a blow upon the head as 


brought him lifeleſs to the earth. This was no ſooner diſcovered 


by the comrades of the deceaſed, than their rage as well as their 

numbers ſeemed every moment to increaſe ; they committed cruel- 
ties too horrible for deſcription, and concluded the terrible ſcene, 
by ſwearing that the whole village ſhould be annihilated ; nor could 
the prayers and intreaties of the aged and the matron prevent or 
delay the execution of their threats. The parſonage, 15 othet 


\ houſes, and 18 barns, were ſpeedily reduced to aſhes, with their 


furniture, and all the produce of their late abundant harveſt; and 
the ſignal was already given for burning the remaining houſes, when 


they received an order from head quarters to deſiſt, and immediately 


commence their retreat, the Auſtrians being in full march againſt 
them. The miniſter's brother had early ſaved himſelf by flight; 

but the prieſt and his clerk were carried, chained together, as far as 
Muhlheim on the Danube, and there with difficulty releaſed ; and 


three of the clerk's children, who remained in the houſe whilſt he 
eſcaped into the church with the miniſter, were inhumanly e 


to periſh in the flames. 

The fate of the village of Barenthal was as ſhocking as that al. 
ready related. The perſidy with which the French violated the 
articles of the convention, and the inhumanity with which they 
treated the inhabitants of the diſtricts through which they paſſed, 
had determined the peaſantry to arm them: Ives, and drive them 


out of their dwellings, the protection and ſecurity of which had 
been promiſed by the moſt ſolemn proclamations. So that when, 


upon the 6th of October, a horde of robbers attempted to plunder 


ſome houſes in Barenthal, they were oppoſed by the inhabitants, 


who, after a vigorous reſiſtance, were defeated with the loſs of 5 
killed, and 3 ſo deſperately wounded that they ſoon afterwards ex- 


pired. The rage of the conquerors now vented itfelf upon the 


whole of the unfortunate village, which after having been plunder- 


ed of every thing valuable and portable, was ſet on fire, and in a 
few hours, the church, 18 houſes, and as many barns, were reduced 
to a heap of ſhapeleſs ruins. The greateſt part of the inhabitants 


loſt the whole of their property, and many years muſt paſs away 


before they can recover from the ſtate of poverty into which they 


were plunged by the events of that dreadful day. | 
The village of Durbheim was, upon the 7th of October, com- 


_ pletely ſacked, with the exception of the parſonage and two other 
houſes ; and as it was not expected that the French would pene - 
trate into that ſequeſtered valley, no precautions had been taken, 


and every thing of value fell into the hands of the ſoldiers ; not- 
withſtanding which they ſearched the newly made graves, and 


broke open the coffins, in hopes of finding ſome treaſure interred 


with the dead bodies. 


They not only indulged in drinking to the moſt beaſtly exceſs, 
but, taking the cocks out of the caiks, they ſuffered the wine to run 


out on the cellar floor. They alſo led away 31 horſes from this 
{mall village, and made the pyniſter exchange a favourite ſaddle- 
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horſe, valued at 36 louis, for two half-ſtarved ponies, which they 
had ſtolen from a neighbouring farmer. Upon the gth of October, 
the village was again viſited by ſix huflars, who riding up to the 
parſonage with the moſt terrifying menaces, demanded cither a 
caſk of wine or a preſent of fix louis, and upon being refuſed, not 
only ſwore that they would burn the village, but actually fired into 
the houſes, and ſpread univerſal conſternation. The peaſantry, 
who ſoon gathered together, prevented any farther miſchief, and 
upon the following day, four of theſe banditti were taken priſoners 
by an Auſtrian patrole, as they were marauding in an out- lying 
hamlet. Upon the ſame day, the miniſter of another village was 
carried in fetters beſore general Morea, and accuſed of having ex- 


cited the people in his village to take up arms, and defend them- 


ſelves againſt the aſſaults of their enemies; for which he and five 
of the peaſants were condemned to be hanged, and were ſaved from 
execution with the greateſt difficulty, and after ſuffering, during 


ſome time, all the anguiſh attendant upon the expectation of a cruel 
and ignominious death. 


WATTERDINGEN, 


A village in Suabia, containing inhabitants. 
8 8 453 


Upon the firſt days of October, a detachment of the army of the 


Khine and Moſelle over-ran this village, and diſtinguiſhed itſelf by 


ſuch exceſſes as cannot fail of ſtamping the Great Nation with ev- 


erlaſting infamy. Not ſatisfied with the anticipation of their 
wiſhes by the inhabitants, they furiouſly ran about the ſtreet with 
drawn {words and cocked piſtols, broke into houſes, rifled the dif- 
ferent apartments, carried away proviſions, kitchen utenſils, bed- 
ding, and wearing apparel, and wantonly deſtroyed what they could 


not convey away; fo that the loſſes of the different proprietors a- 


mounted, upon the molt moderate computation, to 21,000 florins, 


or nearly , 2,000 ſterling. Thirty-ſix horſes, 96 ſwine, two bul- 
locks fit for the ſlaughter-houſe, two calves, 150 geeſe, and a great 
quantity of poultry, formed one part of their ſpoil; and the miniſ- 


ter of the pariſh, who was the principal ſufferer, loſt 60 louis in 


caſh, much filver plate, all his kitchen furniture, nearly all his 


clothes and houſehold linen, five beds, thirty-five ſacks of 


corn, and a large quantity of flour. Such of the corn and 


flour as they could not carry away, they rendered uſeleſs by 


mixing with duſt, aſhes, and ordure; they alſo broke in pieces, the 


| looking-glaſſes, wardrobes, and other houſchold furniture, tore the 
| books and pictures, deſtroycd the crucifixes, inceſſantly viliſied the 


name of their Creator, and the moſt ſacred things, and drove the 
miniſter out of his houſe, after dangerouſly wounding him with 
their ſabres. In the church, they broke the pyx, trampled under 
foot the conſecrated hoſt, threw down the images, carried away 
ſuch of the communion furniture as was valuable and uſcful to them, 
clothed themſelves in the ſacerdotal robes, and paraded the ſtreets 
on horſeback, roaring out the molt obſcene and blah hetnous ſongs 


and ballads, 
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Humanity ſhudders, and the blood runs cold, at the relation of 
the more than brutal ferocity and luſt with which the female ſex 
was diſhonoured by theſe monſters. Three women, already paſt 
their ſeventieth year, fix lying in women, four far advanced in their 
pregnancy, and 12 young girls, were, by their outrages, brought 
almoſt to the gates of death. Even children, thirteen years of age, 
loſt their innocence and their health, in the conſtrained preſence of 
others ſtill younger than themſelves ; and five men, who attempt- 
ed to protect the honour of their wives, were trampled under foot, 
and left half dead with ſevere wounds from the broad ſwords of 
theſe atrocious villains, 

Of DUHEM, the General of Diviſion, 
At Fribourg, in Briſgaw, in the Circle of Suabia. 

Upon the 12th of October, between two and three o'clock in 
the afternoon, orders were received to prepare quarters, in a gen- 
tleman's houſe, for a French general and four officers ; ſoon after 
which appeared the general of diviſion Duhem, and a ſuit of 30 or 
40 officers, ſeveral privates, and ſervants, who were received with 
the greateſt complaiſance. But the general, in a commanding 
tone, gave orders that a dinner, fit for a republican general and 25 
of his retinue, ſhould be provided at five o'clock, and he added, that 
he expected to be in all reſpects treated and attended according to 
his rank and dignity. Six rooms and the ſaloon were immediately 
opened ; but the ſervants of the houſe not being able, in the hurry 
and confuſion, to find the keys of the other apartments, the general 


threatened to break open the doors, and his aid-de-camp began to 


talk about cudgels and horſewhips. Before I proceed, let me re- 
late an anecdote of this aid-de-camp, highly characteriſtic of him 
and his aſſociates : Duhem having iſſued an order that the magiſ- 
trates of Fribourg ſhould furniſh the inſtruments uſed in the Turkiſh 


muſic, and they having repreſented to the aid-de-camp the impoſſi- 


bility of obeying ſo unreafonable a demand, that ſhameleſs repro- 
bate replied, © that if they would procure him a couple of hand- 
ſome girls, they might keep the Turkiſh muſic for themſelves.” 


The general, officers, and privates paſſed their whole time at the 


table, and every exertion was made to ſatisfy their gluttony, but in 
vain; for upon the 13th of October general Duhem, after bitterly 
complaining of his ordinary fare, with many threats commanded 
the dehvery of 20 pounds weight of ſugar, 16 of coffee, 16 of rice, 
and 18 lemons, which he had no ſooner received, than he made a 
further demand of 50 more bottles of champagne, and 30 bottles of 
ſweet wine; and the next morning, before his departure he iſſued 
a freſh order for 50 more bottles of champagne, which he received 
and conveyed away. Neither were his ſervants idle; for in the 
afternoon of the 13th of October, they broke into the ſaddle-houſe, 
and plundered it of all the ſaddles and harneſs they could find 
and though the general and ſome of his officers ſaw them carry 
away their ſpoil, and were applied to for redreſs, they did not 
chooſe ta liſten to the complaint, but ſuffered the booty to be car- 
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med off. When Duhem and his followers quitted the houle, upon 
the 14th of October, it was diſcovered that they had left in their 
apartments and beds the moſt filthy traces of their exiſtence, and 
that they had ſtolen ſeveral pairs of ſheets and a handſome counter- 
pane, and riſled a portmanteau of its contents. The upper part ot 
this houſe had been previouſly plundered by a commiſſary's aſſiſtant 
in July, and was now again publicly robbed, not by the ungoverna- 
dle ſoldiery, but by a general, who affected to talk about diſcipline, 
and by lus officers and fervants. A French lieutenant had indeed 
been degraded and ſent to the palleys for levyiag a trifling contri— 
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5 bution when the French ſirſt appeared at Fribourg; but that was 
7 done only to deceive the Germans until they had got a firm foot- | 
5 ing in the country, after which the incendiaries, murderers, and 


plunderers of all deſcriptions were ſuffered to commit their ravages 
with impunity. 


HEDINGEN,, 
2 A Franciſcan convent, and two farm-houſes, in the county, of Sig- 
waringen, near the Danube, and in the Circle of Suibia. 

Upon the fifth of October, whilſt a column of the army of the 
Rhine and Moſelle was retreating towards Switzerland, a party of 
the infantry marched acrols the ſields, plundered the two farm-hou- 
ſes, ſtotmed the convent, {ttipped the prieſts and their ſervants even 
of their ſhoes and neckcloths, and either carried away or deſtroyed 
all the bedding, and every thing elſe they could diſcover ; and 
two cavalry officers, who appeared to have more humanity than 
their comrades, coming up and ordering them to deſiſt, were groſs- 
ly inſulted, deprived of their piſtols, and put to flight by the ſoldiers 
with their ſabres. The church was pillaged of the ſacerdotal gar- 
ments and communion plate, and the greateſt indignities were offer- 
ed to every thing that is deemed ſacred. Theſe exceſſes continued 
from eleven in the morning, until four in the aſternoqn; and the 
friars, after repeated blows, and threats of immediate death, loſt al- 
molt every thing but their lives. 


SCHWANDORPF, 
A village in the Auftrian part of Suabia. 
To this place the 8th of October was a day of terror and calami- 
ty; and as the report of the French cruelties had already reached 
the ears of the inhabitants, the women and children fled, with ſome 
( of their valuable effects, into an adjoining wood, hoping to be there 
1 ſecure from the attacks of the ſoldiers, who were now upon their 
© retreat, and entered the village, to the number of 3,000. Some of 
; them ſtopped at the parſonage, and demanded wine; but whilit | 
the miniſter was giving orders for its delivery, they dragged him 
Into the cellar, and robbed him of his watch, whilſt others ſtole his 
horſes out of the adjoining paſture. In the mean time the heroes 
who in the language of their employers, had not ceaſed to deferve | 
ell of their country, began pillaging with ſuch violence and rap.c'- i 


iv, that the inhabitants were driven by deſpair to atte Ring duc * 
tection of their property, which enraged the aggreſſors ſomuch, t 
hey threatened to burn the village, and W ld probably b ave done 
ſo, but for the exervions of foe officers, and for the tight of the 
pe -afants, whom they purſued towards the \, od, where the ſhricks 
of the women and children preſenrly dilcovered their retreat. 
When the {oldiers hd here fatisficd their by N and plunderea 
thepoorfupitives of nearly all that they polſeſſed, they completed the 
trapedy with outrages the molt ſhocking. to eee Married 
women Were dithonoured j in the preſence of their huſpands and 
Fog, ; and young girls were deſpoiled of their innocence unde: 
e eyes of their parents and companions. Even women vho had 
. children only eight or ten days, were not ſafe from the dif- 
graceful outrages of theſe inhuman wretches, who dragged the in 
tants from their arms, and inſenſible to the agonizing ſcreams of 


the ſufferers, threateued the reſiſtance of their inothers with inſtant 
death. 


EMMINGEN. | 
A village in Suabia, in the principality of Furſtenberg. 

Upon the morning of the 5th of October the peace of this vil. 
lage was ſuddenly and unexpectedly diſturbed by 600 or 700 Re- 
publicans, who, to the character of ſoldiers, added that of robbers, 
miſcreants, and barbarians, | deſtitute of feeling and of decency. 
They broke into. the dwelling of one of the principal farmers, car- 
ried off all the provitions, linen, and wearing apparael, even of the 
children, and ſtole a waggon and four horſes, With which they con- 
veyed away their booty; ; and molt of the honſes in the village un- 
derwent a {imilar fate But the miniſter of the pariſh was one of 
the greateſt ſufferers ; for not even age or ſevere illneſs could pro- 
tect him fronr ill uſage, and from Heing dragged from his bed under 
pretence that he had concealed his money; after which they broke 
open his wardrobe and coffers, and nd away all his money, 
plate, hovfchold linen, and wearing apparet.. 

The prince of Fuſtenberg's "ſteward, who, in attempting to eſcap e, 
le dovn and diſlocated his ancle, was purſued by the ſoldiers, and 
nearly beater. to death; after which they pillaged his habita- 
tion, and cominiſted every ſpecies sf enormity. Several young girl 
e married women fell a ſacriſice to the outrageous paſſions of 

zee ruffians, againſt whom even grey hairs afforded no protection; 
15 ran old waman near 70 years of age was ſucceſſively diſhonour- 


cd by four of theſe monſters, whoſe brutality words are wanting 


ſuhcicntly to repr obate. 


BIBURG. 
A ſmall but pleaſant village near Auſburg in Suabza, * 


Upon the 20th of September, part of the French army re! treated 


An account of the infamous conduct of the French in this place was 
given in a pamphlet called, © The French at Biburg, in 1796, to the Direc- 


tory at Paris,” publiſhed 1 in 179710 Germany, by a : perſon of veracity and 
reputation. 
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hrocgti Biburg, under the command of genera! Duhem, who, with 
a retinue of 45 men and 50 horſes, took 1 up his abode at the coun— 
| try-houfe of a gentleman of Augſburg, and commandecha large ſup— 
ply of proviſions for tie t table. But the leſſer robber 8, upon their 
march-towards Bavwria, had ſo plundered the village, that there 
was but little left for the greater; and he had for tunately brought 
with him a cafſk of wine, ſtolen by his order 3ont of a cellar at Aug 
burg. His followers, however, ranſacked cycry part of the houſe; 
and the ſoldiers either carried av, ay or deitroyed what had been 
left by their predeceſſors; every thing was deenicd lawful prey, and 
ſcarcely a houſe efcaped without being completely pillaged. The 
beer in the caſks was waſted, large branches of fruit trees were cut 
off, and even the water-piyes were cut to pieces, ſo that the village 
remained four days without water. Women advanced in vears, 

and girls who were hardly out of their childhood, were ſacrificed 
to the paſſions of theſe ſavages : and a French officer whoattempt- 
ed to put a ſtop to their brutality, was ſo deſpcrately wounded by 
them, that he fell almoſt lifeleſs from his horſe. Dube in, who de— 
manded a quantity of ſugar and coffee, and condeſcended to acccp: 

about three louis in their ſtcad, marched out of Biburg the next 
inorning, when it was 1 that the great general and hig gang 
underſtood the art of thieving and deſolating as well as the reſt of 
the banditti ; for they had carried away all the plate and linen, let 
all the wine run out of the caſks in the cellar, and done all poſſible 
miſchief to the furniture. 

'The damages ſuſtained by this vill age, during four or hve weeks, 
by the French, upon their march and their retr eat, were very con- 
ſiderable; and ſeveral families were reduced to the greateſt poy- 
erty and diftreſs. Such are the bleſſings conterred upon their fel- 
low creatures by the diſciples of liberty and cquality, the vile in- 
truments of a few ſanguinary and ambitious tyrants ! 


3TOZINGEN, 

A village ge in Suabia, containing 1,100 inhabitants, and belonging to 
the Count Stain and others. * | 

When the French entered this place, they teſtified ſome fort 
of reſpect for the articles of the convention, which had been pur- 
chaſed at fo great a price; but upon the following day they threw 
off the maſk, aſſumed their proper character of plungercrs, and 
turned the conteſt againſt kings into war wh the peaſants and me— 
chanics. But this was only a prelude to greater calamities 3 fon 
general Vandamme haying, either through inuo rance or inuttention, 
eſtabliſhed his military cheſt at Stozingen, under a ſmall guard, and. 
an Auſtrian party, lying only five miles diſtant, | having in the courſe 
of their patrole, f fallen in ith and carried it off, and made the guard 
priſoners, the inhabitants were accuſed of hayin & given information 


The ſuſſerings of this place are detailed at hve in a German r 
cation, called“ Materials for the Liſtory. of the War in uni: a; in 17 


The Germans hope theſe publications will operate as warning tg i 
àAations. 
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to the Auſtrians, and a detachment, under the command of colonel 
Laville, arrived upon the 10th of Auguſt, with orders to ſet fire to 
the village. Old and young, and women with infants at the breaſt, 
rending the ir with their 6 haſtily fled into the fields, 
and at four o'clock the cannons were pointed againſt the houſes, 
whilſt the huſſars and chaſſeaus with cocked piſtols and drawn 
{words, prevented the flight of the few who had remained there. 
One woman was killed by "them upon the ſpot, and another died 
two days afterwards in conſequence of the blows ſhe received upon 
the breaſt with the but-end of a piſtoj. Lavalle, after the moſt hu- 
miliating entreaties, at length yielded to the prayers of the clergy and 
other perſons, and promiſed to ſpare. the town upon the payment 
of 1,000 louis, which conmuon, though tending to their ruin, was 
complied with; but moſt of the houſes were pillaged, ſeveral wo- 
men were abufed in the moſt brutal manner, and five of the moſt 
opulent inhabitants were led away as hoſtages, one of whom was 
tied between two horſes, and farced to keep up with them on foot, 
eren when upon the full trot. Neither was the bloody and rapa- 
cious mind of Vandamme ſatisfied with the payment of the 1,009 
louis; for he inſiſted upon and actually received 500 more,  whici), 
with the ſubſequent loſſes of the inhabitants by different parties du- 
ring the retreat of the French, raiſed the damages to conſiderably 
more than 2,500 pounds ſterling, and reduced many induftrious 
perſons to the. greateſt diſtreſs.” 

The mind recoils and the hand almoſt refuſes to do its allies i in 
recording the crimes committed by theſe plunderers in ſeveral 
neighbouring villages, where they burned, deſtroyed, pillaged, ant 
violated, according to their wonted ſyſtem, and where, with the 
malignity of demons, they. broke even the crutches of a e 
becauſe he poſſeſſed nothing worth their ſtealing from him. 
And againſt ſuch wild beaſts will not every arm be lifted ups 
ſhould they again attempt to make an at:ack upon our acorn! | 


IE AYSTETTEN, 
A village in the neighbourhood of Augſburg, in the Circle of Suabia. 
Upon the 22d of Aug. this place was viſited by a party of French, 
who broke open the cellar in the caſtle, drank or carried away a 
large quantity of foreign wine, ſtole or deſtroyed much of the fur- 
niture, and conveyed away their ſpoil in a carriage drawn by two 
tine horſes, which they took out of the ſtable. From that period 
until the middle of September, not a day paſſed but the village was 
either plundered by ſoldiers or oppreſſed by commiſſaries armed 
with r2quiſitions ; and as they canſtantly rendered uſeleſs what they 
could not carry away, the damages ſuſtained by the inhabitants a- 
mounted to upwards of 3,000l. ſterling. But no adequate idea can 
be given of the cruelties inflicted upon the men, and of the outra- 
ges committed againſt the women, both here and in the neighbour- 
ing towns and hamlets ; it is, however, worthy of obſervation, that 
theſe ſelft-named protectors of the peaſantry ſeemed to take the great- 
eſt . in robbing the houſes, and deſtroying che peace of tha! 


:laſs of people, whole protection and welfare they and their employ- 
ers. have ſo frequently declared to be the chief objects of their am. 
bition. 
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ENGEN, 
A ſmall town in Suabia, in the Principality of Furſtenberg. 

Although the deſtructive {teps of the French were every where 
marked with blood, cruelty, and rapine, no A ſuffered in ſo 
great a degree as the town of Engen; and the moſt unfeeling muſt 
tremble; the moſt patient be inſpired wah deſtre of revenge, and the 
moſt obſtinate partiſan of Frenchmen and French prineiples muſt 
be converted, and even filled with horror, at the relation of all the 
criminal exceſſes committed in this little town by the Republicans.“ 
But I will ſpare my readers the pain of peruſing a repetition of ſuch 
calamities, and ſhall only mention ſome of the molt attrocious ac- 
tions of theſe pretended friends to liberty and to mankind. 

A man happening indiſcreetly to expreſs his joy at the retreat of 
the French, and the near. approach of the Auſtrians, was ſhot at 
and mortally wounded ; and another, who had expreſſed the ſame 
ſatisfaction, and had attempted to defend his property, was delibe- 
cately ſhot, after tearing his fleſh to pieces, and pulling his tongue 
out by the roots. | Married women and girls, mothers and their 
daughters, who had hoped for ſafety in the church, were violated at 
the foot of the altar : and neither the venerable age of ſeventy or 
eighty years, nor the moſt loathſome diſorders and deformities, 
could check the paſſions of the invaders, who left behind them tra- 
ces of diſeaſes, whoſe 2 names had until then been unknown in 
this ſequeſtered diſtrict. All the archicves in the town-houſe were 
_ wantonly deſtroyed, 5 churches in every way profaned and de- 
filed, and even the croſſes upon the graves of the dead were objects 
of their fury and paſſion for deſtruction. 

But it was reſerved for general Ferino to crown theſe miſdeeds 
with an action eternally diſgraceful to his name and country; for 
upon the gth of October, under pretence of the treachery of the in. 
habitants, he commanded one of the ſuburbs to be ſet on ſire; and 
in order to prevent any attempts to quench the flames, he ſurround- 
ed it with a guard. In a ſhort time thirty-three houſes and barns, 
with all their contents, were reduced to aſhes and ruins, and only 
the church and four cottages eſcaped the fury of the conflagration ; 
but having received advice at midnight that the Auſtrians, to the 
number of 10,900, were in purſuit of him, Ferino became fo ſuri- 


* We no longer hear the cry, which, before the paſſage of the Nhine at 
Kehl by the Republicans, was but too common in ſome of the German 
towns and. villages * RP rf the French would but come ; then ſpould wwe be beppy 
8 and [res VPreadful experience has cured the peaſants and the citizens 
of this pernicious and erroneous opinion. Yet ſtill do there remain a few 
lofty ſpirits, who are not made wiſe by experience, and who not only for- 
give the diſgraceful conduct of the French, but endeavour even to juſtify 
it. But theſe are men, of whom Solomon, with prophetic ſpirit, ſaith— 
Though thou ſhouldſt bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with a peſ- 
„ tle, yet will not his fooliſhneſs depart from him.“ 


Jy 
eus, that he ordered another ſuburb to be ſer on fire, and twelve 
houſes fell a facrifice to the inhumanity of the Republicans, who 
leſt the place, followed by the curſes and bitter lamentations of nu- 
merous families and individuals, whoſe ruin they had thus wantonly 
accompliſhed. 

I have purpoſely omitted the detail of the various acts of plunder 
ing and deſtroying, and ſhall cloſe this melancholy account by ſta- 
ting, that the loſſes ſuſtained by the people of this town and twelve 
nnn villages, amounted at the loweſt computation e 

373,768 florins, or more than Z 33,000 ſterling. 


Or GENERAL TARREAU, 
At Hofen, a Benedictine convent, in Suabia, near the Lake of 
Conſtance. 

Scveral of the leaders of the French hordes have, by their mis- 
deeds, forever connected their names with infamy ; but general 
Tarreau united in himſelf the ſeveral bad qualities of the reſt, and 
cannot be mentioned without horror and dcteſtation. 'The moſt 
unbounded rapacity, inſatiable cruelty, intemperance, thirſt of re- 
venge, vulgar inſolence, contempt of every thing ſacred and decent, 
and the difavowal of all the feelings of humanity, formed the baſi 
of the character of this man, who in no country but in France, and 


there only under the auſpices of ſuch a revolution, could ever have 


been entruſted with the command of an army. Some of his mon- 
ſtrous exceſſes have already been recorded, and it remains only to 


be told, that when the French were obliged to give way before the 


AuſtZans, this man, raging like a tiger that hid loſt its prey, arri- 
ved upon the 22d of September at Hofen, where he eſtabliſhed his 
head quarters, and with his worthy aſſociate Labrouſſe, and his 
conſidential valet Laguerre, endeavoured to make himſelf a ſmall 
compenſation for the loſs of the ſpoils of Vienna, of which the 
French had thought themſcives ſecure. His whole character will 
beſt be known from the following dreadful declaration, wkich was 
continually upon his lips, that “ He only repented having at any 
time acted with humanigy, and of not having converted into duft 
and aſhes all the cities, villages, and convents he had ſeen upon his 
march.” Is life at Hofen was one continued ſcence of cruelty, 
robbery, intemperance, and debauchery ; and upon the 23d of Sep- 
tember he ſ{ent'a requiſition to Conſtance of 6,000 pints of brandy, 
to be delivered in 24 hours, under pain of being given up to be 
plundered by the ſoldiery. No more than half of the quantity de- 
manded could be found in Conſtance, and was ſent off towards 
head quarters by water, but was detained by contrary winds ; upon 
which Tarreau threatened not only to ſet fire to the town, but to 
put to death the chief magiſtrate, and ſeveral others whom he de- 


_ tained as hoſtages, and who after paſhng the night under the ap- 


prehenſions of e approaching death, would probably have fallen a 
ſacrifice to the paſſion of this ſanguinary commander, if the brandy 
had not arrived in the morning before the hour appointed for their 
execution. The booty remained three days at head quarters, and 


31 
was then fold by the commiſſary Stouhlen to the neige 
Swiſs; nor did the. French ſoldiers taſte one drop of this or, 
Which kad been extorted under pretence that it Was e ; 
the army. 


ANECDOTES of various French Generals, Olfiters, and om- 
| miflaries. | 
That nat only privates, but that even officers of rank, either pil- 
ſaged or divided the ſpoil, is proved by innumerable inſtances, of 
which we think it neceſſary only to notice the following. A car- 
riage laden with plunder, belonging to an officer upon the ſtaff, ha- 
ving broken down during the retreat of the French army, two of 
the inhabitants of the. village of Eyken, where the accident hap- | 
pened, were obliged inſtantly to provide another conveyance, and 
re-load the booty, which was ſo ſpeedily and well executed, that, 
contrary to their expectation and to the uſual practice of his com- 
rades, he rewarded them with 16 pounds weight of tallow, and a 
complete ſet of joiners tools! Another officer of rank ſold in the 
fame village a bird cage and a Bohemian drinking glaſs for the ſum 
of about ſevenpence ſterling ; and at Rheinſelden, another officer 
baving ſold a horſe to a Swiſs of the Canton of Baſle for ꝙ louis, 
he no ſooner received the money, than jumping upon the horſe he 
gallopped away, and diſappeared both with the horſe and money. 
A ſoldier having ſtripped a gentleman's ſervant of the boots he was 
wearing, was upon the complaint of the ſervant to an officer, obli- 
ged to reftore them; but the officer drawing them on, and finding 
that they fitted him, told the fervant, in a jeering tone, that they 
were much too good for him, and ſtrutted away with them. Whilft 
the French were at Donauweth, a general officer, accompanied by 
two officers, and eſcorted by fix hufars, eſpying ſome ducks and 
poultry i in a farm-yard in a village through which they were riding, 
the officers diſmounted, and wlülſt the general held their horſes, 
they ſtole the ducks and fowls, and returned triumphantly to Do- 
nauwerth with their booty. When J'arreau had his head-quarters 
at the imperial town of Wangen, he made a requiſition of ſuch a 
quantity of corn as it was impoſhble for the municipality to furmſh'; 
but the chief magiſtrate having received a hint that the gencral was 
very fond of cray-fiſn, he ſent him a preſent of ſome out of an ad. 
joining lake, famous in Suabia for thoſe fiſh, with which the genera: 
was fo pleaſed that he withdrew the demand for corn, but put in re- 
quilition all the cray-fiſh in the lake for the daily ſupply of his ta- 
ble, as Jong as he ſhould remain there. As a companion to the 
toregoing anecdote, we will mention, that, in a village near Wiſha- 
den, upon the Rhine, one of the commiſſaries of the army of the 
Sambre and Meuſe put in requiſition not only all the wine belong- 
ing to the Miniſter of the pariſh, but his glafſes, bottles, kitchen fur- 
niture, table linen, and napkins for twelve perſons, and even his 
Houſekeeper, to prepare the dinner; and further informed him, that 
he muſt ſend to Wiſbaden to purcha aſe what they w anted, and ha- 
his houſe did not affor 6 


4. 
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Some French Joldiers having ſtolen a very fine horſe out of a far- 
mer's ſtable near Augſburg, he complained to the adfutant-ceneral 
Houel, who promiſcd him redreſs, but upon ſeeing the horſe, thought 
proper. 0 retain it for his own uſe. But 1 it ſhould ſeem as if Provi- 

-ngggonnved at this crime, as carrying its PR along with 
it, for Houel was ſhortly after drowned in croſſing the Leck, "hill 
riding the ſtolen horſe, Which worked its way through the water, 


And fortunately found its road back to its old maſter, 


A republican general having upon the retreat taken up his -quar- 
ters at the houſe ofa clergyman, went quietly to bed after demand- 
ing and receiving ſix ſhirts for himſelf and his followers ; but his 
ſervants ſoon afterwards came to the clergyman with an order from 
their maſter to procure him a handſome bed-tellow, which he retu- 
ied, and threatened in caſe of ill-uſage to alarm the peaſantry ; upon 
which they deſired that they might be allowed to introduce one out 
of the village, to which he ſo itt: 2nuouſly objected, that, being few 
in number, they thought proper to deſiſt from their demands. The 
next morning the general ordered his entertainer to give him his 
money; but he replied that ſome republican robbers had already de- 
prived him of his watch and money, and had left him nothing but a 


dollar, Which the general condeſcended to pocket, and then rode 
away. 


Eccleſiaſtics of ey cry deſcription and every religion, and par- 
ticularly the profeſſed, of both ſexes, feemed the chief objects of re- 


publican malevolence, immorality, and cruelty, in which the ſoldiers | 
were led on and encouraged by their officers. A reſpect for decen- 


cy and for the ſufferers forbids us to particularize the numberleſs 
well authenticated proofs of this :1ertion, and to name the Pork 
where aged prieſts were forced to the commiſſion of the moit 1 

decent and immoral actions, and where nuns were {tripped of ek. 
garments, and obliged to dance in a ſtate of nature with the officers 
and ſoldiers. At a ſmall town in Suabia, the friars and nuns be- 
longing to two neighbouring convents were convened by command 
of the French officers, bound faſt together face to face, with their 
hands tied behind their backs, and each was obliged to drink a cup 
full of coffee, containing a ſtrong emetic ; and in that poſition did 
they remain until the medicine had operated, whilſt the officers re- 


joiced and ſhouted as if they performed ſome heroic action. 


And here let us conclude the detail of crimes, furpaſhng in cru- 
elty and variety any exceſſes ever before committed by the ſoldiers 
of a civilized country, and rendered more kideous, when we con- 
{ider that the 3 proclaim themſelves the moſt humane 
and enlightend people of the carth, and endeavor to ſeduce the 
ſubjects of other countries from their alle: o1ance by the ſpecious but 


treacherous offer of a Aber pregnant with miſchief, and of an 


equality Which has bern #4 de imoratticable, 
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